
C O M P T R O L L E R G E N E R A L O F T H E U N I T E D S T A T E S 

WASHINGTON, D.C. SOMS 

»-ni935 JUL 16 t975 

The Uonorable W. Benson Moore 
Bouse of Itaprasantatlvea 

Dear Hr. Uoore: 

Tour letter of May 9, 1975. craoasoits copies of correspondence 
between you and tha Corporation for Public Broadoaatlng and requests 
our opinion conceralng ths ai^endlture by the Corporation of 
$9»802.75 for a recaption in the Caucua Boon of the Gannon House 
Office Building. 

According to the inforsntlon enclosod with your letter, the 
reception VMB held a» a part o t a week-long annu^ seating of public 
radio atatlona bald for the purpoac of eoavenlag working groiipe on 
pablic radio policy and operational siattare, la order to give local 
etatlona a chance to seat and aacchange vleva with one another aad > 
with r^rosentatlvea of Katlooal PtdiHc Badlo and wtth the Corporation's 
ataff • The Corporation atates that the reception vaa to allow public 
radio repraaentativas to oaot vith their representatlvea In Congreaa. 
Tha recaption was paid for, In eubatantlal part, from registration 
feaa paid by conferonoe regie tranta* 

Tou point out that the Corporation reqveata and reeelvee 
eubatantlal approprlatloaa. After atatdng that these appropriations 
aad funds received fron other aources are pat together into a general 
fund, you contend that thia typa of reception la an unwarranted uee 
of rodaral tax doUara and oonstltated. In affect, using Federal 
asalaa to lobby for additional approprlatlona froo the Congrees, Tou 
aek for our 'Vieva thereon. 

Tbe COBBuaicatlona Act of 1934, as ananded by the Public Broad
oaatlng Aet of 1967, approved Ifovenbex 7, 1967^Pub. L. Vo, 90rl29, 
81 Stat, 365. aa anended, 47 U.S.C, fS 396-398f(1970 and Supp. III» 
1973), autbotisod the eatabllstuscnt of tba Corporatloa for Public 
Broadeaatlng and provides that It will not ba an agency or establish-
nent of tho United States Gorvernaeat. See 47 U.S.C. S 396(b)f'U970). 
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The Corporation is a private, nonprofit corporation subject, to the 
extent consistent with the aforecited statutory provisions, to the 
provisions of tha District of Coluid>ia Ifonprofit Corporation Act 
29 D.C. Code ^ LOO:tfet seq.' Its purpose Is to facilitate the 
development ot a systeai of nonconsierclal educational broadcasting 
thst would be characterized by prograncoing of diversity and excellence 
and to insulate programming from any extraneous Interference or control 
that night derive from Federal financing. 

As a private,nonprofit corporation, the Corporation is generally 
not subject to the same restrictions and controls on its expenditures 
as are Govemnent agencies and establlsbBients even though, as you have 
pointed out^ it receives appropriations directly from the Congress. 
Hence, except as provided in its authorizing legislation or In 
restrictions contained in Its appropriation acts, the Corporation nay, 
for the most part, conduct Its business In the sane manner as any 
other private, nonprofit corporation. 

Accordingly, inassiuch as neither the District of Columbia Nonprofit 
Corporation Act nor tbe Corporation's own statutory charter prohibit 
Its holding receptions to which Itembers of Congress are invited, it 
is our view that the Corporation for Public Broadcasting waa not prohibited 
from sponsoring the subject reception. 

^ However, we might point out for your information that the Corpora-
I tion*s financial operations are subject to scrutiny. The accounts of 
''̂  the Corporation are required to be audited annually by independent 

certified public accounts or independent licensed public accountants 
certified and licensed by a regulatory authority of a State or other 
political subdivision of the United States. Further, the financial 
tranaactlons of the Corporation for any fiscal year during which Federal 
funds are available to finance any portion of its operations may be 
audited by this Office. Finally, of course, the Corporation is 
answerable to the Congress. 

Ue trust you will find the above responsive to your inquiry. 

Sincerely yours, 

SIGNED ELKER B. STAATS 

ComptrolleT General 
of the United States 
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